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HOW TO DEPLOY SDN
In three simple steps...



1. BUY HARDWARE



2. DEPLOY SDN SOFTWARE



3. PROFIT!



QUESTIONS?
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HOW TO START?

• Write down processes and workflows

• Identify supporting systems

• Where does it hurt?

• What do your customers want?





PICKING YOUR TOOLS...



NETWORK EQUIPMENT

• Existing roadmap for hardware 
replacements?

  



NETWORK EQUIPMENT

• Existing roadmap for hardware 
replacements?

• Open API must be mandatory 
item in RFPs! 
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• Multi-platform support

• Multi-layer support

• Interfaces to operations support systems



NETWORK MANAGEMENT
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SUPPORT TOOLS

• If it does not have an API it must go

• You need a CMDB

This is not a CMDB!



BUILDING YOUR FRAMEWORK...



• Use open APIs where possible
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PROVISIONING



• Use open APIs where possible

• CLI-scripting if needed

• Incremental deployment vs full replace

PROVISIONING



• Populate monitoring systems from CMDB
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• Populate monitoring systems from CMDB

• Consistency checks for device configs

• Capacity planning / security audits

MONITORING / SUPPORT
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DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

• Team up programmer(s) and engineer(s)

• Infrastructure as code

• Single source of truth for every bit of information

• Bottom-up approach
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WHAT IF IT BREAKS?

• Make sure it doesn't ;-)

• Write tests for all components

• Build a virtual network clone
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IT WILL STILL BREAK



• Provide manual overrides

• Delay fixes until office hours

• ... or put your developers on call (don't)

IT WILL STILL BREAK
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